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INSTRUCTION Sl. No. 52

Election Commission letter No.437/6/96-PLN-III, dated 09.04.1996 addressed to The Cabinet 
Secretary,	The	Chief	Secretary	and	Chief	Electoral	Officers	of	all	States	and	Union	Territories

Subject: General Elections - Security cover to Ministers/Candidates

1.  Instructions have been issued from time to time on the question of use of aircraft/
helicopter and motor cars and vehicles in connection with election work by political 
personalities,	 whether	 in	 office	 or	 outside.	 The	 following	 instructions	 are	 issued	 in	
consolidation/modification	 of	 all	 other	 instructions	 in	 this	 regard	 and	 should	 be	
scrupulously followed with immediate effect :-

	 2.1	 	No	part	of	the	present	 instructions	may	be	treated	as	effecting	any	modification	
whatsoever in regard to the existing instructions regarding the travel and the 
provision of facilities including transport and security, for the Prime Minister 
even	when	he	 is	 travelling	 specifically	 for	party	and	election	work.	The	existing	
instructions should be scrupulously adhered to.

	 2.2	 	All	the	remaining	political	personalities	including	both	those	in	office	e.g.	Minister	
of the Union Government or Chief Minister or Minister of the State Government 
or	occupants	of	any	other	public	office	such	as	Chairman	of	a	State	Corporation,	
Cooperative	etc.	And	those	not	in	any	public	office	will	be	governed	by	this	order.

 2.3  No relaxation can be made to any person with regard to the absolute ban on the 
use of Government owned/funded/hired means of transport for any reason other 
than security. These exclusions refer for example to age, state of health etc.; and to 
all manner of vehicles.

	 2.4	 	The	use	of	State	owned	aircraft	 (whether	 fixed	wing	or	helicopter)	propelled	at	
State cost or hired at State cost will not be permitted for any reason including 
security. No exceptions in this regard will be made.

 2.5  In respect of persons covered by security, the use of State owned one bullet proof 
vehicle for the particular person (PP) will be permitted in all cases where the 
security agencies, including the intelligence authorities, have prescribed such use. 
The use of multiple cars in the name of stand-by should not be permitted unless so 
specifically	prescribed	by	security	authorities.	The	cost	of	propulsion	of	such	bullet	
proof	vehicles	where	such	use	of	bullet	proof	vehicles	is	specified	will	be	borne	by	
the	particular	person	whether	he	is	in	office	or	out,	and	whether	he	is	a	candidate	
or not.
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 2.6  The number of vehicles to accompany the carcade including pilots, escorts etc. will 
be strictly in accordance with the instructions laid down by the security authorities 
and shall not exceed them under any circumstances. The cost of propulsion of all 
such vehicles, whether owned by Government or hired vehicles, will be met by the 
State Government. No recovery need be made also on the cost of the manpower 
provided.

 2.7  In all cases where a party or a candidate hires a private aircraft/helicopter for 
any reason whatsoever, the complete cost will be included as part of election 
expenditure without exception.

 2.8  All persons who are included in the category of ex-Prime Ministers are also covered 
by these instructions and are not entitled to the special stipulations provided for 
the	Prime	Minister	in	office.

 2.9  No relaxation can be provided on any considerations including those of security to 
any	one	regarding	the	use	of	loudspeakers	whether	fitted	on	vehicles	or	otherwise.
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INSTRUCTION Sl. No. 127

Election Commission's letter No. : 437/6/2007/PLN.III Dated: 24th October, 2007 addressed 
to	The	Cabinet	Secretary	to	the	Govt.	of	India,	the	Chief	Secretaries	&the	Chief	Electoral	Officers	
of all States and Union Territories.

Subject:  General Election to Gujarat Legislative Assembly, 2007– Security Covered to 
Ministers/Candidates  – regarding. 

I am directed to invite your attention to para 2.5 of the Commission’s standing directions/
instructions as contained in its letter No. 437/6/96-PLN-III, dated 09.04.1996 which inter-
alia provide that in respect of persons covered by security, the use of State owned one bullet 
proof vehicle for the particular person (PP) will be permitted in all cases where the security 
agencies, including the intelligence authorities, have prescribed such use. The use of multiple 
cars	 in	 the	name	of	 stand-by	 should	not	 be	 permitted	unless	 so	 specifically	 prescribed	by	
security authorities.  The cost of propulsion of such bullet proof vehicles where such use of 
bullet	proof	vehicles	is	specified	will	be	borne	by	the	particular	person	whether	he	is	in	office	
or out, and whether he is a candidate or not.  

2.  The Commission has further examined the matter and has decided to modify its existing 
instructions in para 2.5 of the its letter referred to above to the extent, as follows:-  “2.5 
Under the directives of the Government of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs, the 
persons	provided	with	‘Z+'	(Z	plus)	security	cover	are	permitted	the	use	of	State	owned	
one bullet proof vehicle for the particular person (PP). Such particular person, whether 
he	is	in	office	or	out	of	it,	and	whether	he	is	a	candidate	or	not,	shall	be	permitted	the	
use of the said ‘one’  State owned bullet proof vehicle during the election period covered 
by the Model Code of Conduct. The use of multiple vehicles(s) in the name of stand-by 
should	not	be	permitted	unless	so	specifically	prescribed	by	security	authorities	in	any	
particular case.  The cost of propulsion of such bullet proof vehicle(s) will be borne by 
the Government and not by the person concerned.” 

3.	 	Receipt	of	this	letter	may	please	be	acknowledged	with	the	confirmation	that	the	relevant	
instructions	 have	 been	 issued	 to	 all	 the	 concerned	 officers.	 	 A	 copy	 of	 instructions/
directions so issued in this behalf may also be endorsed to the Commission for its 
information and record.

 


